BUCKS COUNTY CONSORTIUM MEETING MINUTES
Thursday, March 6, 2025

Call to Order:

A meeting of the Bucks County Consortium was held at 9:20 a.m. at Doylestown Borough on
March 6, 2025, and called to order by Consortium President, Becki Marencik.

Roll Call, Introductions and Community Updates:

The following Bucks County communities were represented at the meeting:

Randee Mazur, Bristol Township

Megan Abbott, Bristol Township

Shawn Curran, Chalfont Borough

Caroline Brinker, Doylestown Borough
John Davis, Doylestown Borough

Mega Bhandary, Lower Makefield Township
Kellie Frain, Lower Makefield Township
Laura Hucklebridge, Middletown Township
Alex Mullin, New Britian Township

Bob Pellegrino, Northampton Township

Bill Wert, Northampton Township

Alex Nagy, Northampton Township
Katherine McGovern, Newtown Township
Steven Hicks, Plumstead Township

Kris Brandt, Quakertown Borough

Doug Propst, Quakertown Borough

Scott McElree, Quakertown Borough
Christopher Garges, Solebury Township
Cathi Cataldi, Solebury Township

John Ramey, Warminster Township

Tim Hagey, Warminster Township Authority
Melissa Kenyon, Warrington Township
Kyle Seckinger, Warwick Township

Becki Marencik, Warwick Township

Skye Sorresso, Warwick Township

Stacy Crandell, Wrightstown Township



Sponsors:
Chris Tomlinson, CBIZ, InR

Beth Kaufman, Equitable Advisors
Brian Burk, Equitable Advisors
John Gault, Millennium Strategies
David Ohman, Univest

Mike Hoover, Trust Point

Presentation:

Ms. Marencik welcomed Ron Bittner, Girard Pension Services and Rich Ritzer, CBIZ Inc.

The following topics were discussed by Mr. Bittner and Mr. Ritzer:

Act 49:

Provided membership with Foster & Foster memo summarizing Act 2024-49

Act 49 passed in July of 2024 and enacted within 3 months.

Permits most municipalities to amend their police pension plans to allow fulltime vested
officers to purchase up to 5 years of service credit.

Change is optional, not required.

The calculation is very similar as purchasing for Military Time.

Purchase is limited to 5 years, including Military Time.

Officers could utilize their 457 plans to fund the purchase.

John Ramey, Warminster Township, asked if required data collection for calculation could
be put on employee. Mr. Bittner confirmed it could.

Caroline Brinker, Doylestown Borough confirmed Act 49 only applies to Police
Department, Non-Uniform ineligible.

Mr. Bittner noted that municipalities interested in implementing Act 40 would 1% change
their PD contract and then change their Pension Plan.

John Ramey asked if the impact on the MMO would be immediate. Mr. Bittner explained
the impact would only occur when time is purchased.

Bill Wert, Northampton Township, asked if the 457-funding mechanism would be a lump
sum payment, Mr. Ritzer confirmed.

Defined Benefit (NB)/Defined Contribution (DC) Conversions

Mr. Ritzer noted that there they are seeing more DB Non-Uniform plans frozen to new
hires.
Benefits of DC plans are:

o Easier to budget for due to predictability, percentage of compensation

o Potentially lower cost to municipality
Mr. Bittner noted that employers could have a hard close on DB plans or grandfather
existing employees.



Ms. Marencik thanked Mr. Mr. Bittner and Mr. Ritzer for their presentation.

She also thanked Caroline Brinker for organizing the panel, John Davis (Doylestown Borough
Manager) and Doylestown Borough for hosting this month’s meeting.

Treasurer’s Report and Payment of Bills:
Upon motion by Chris Garges, seconded by Bob Pellegrino, the Treasurer’s Report for February
2025, was unanimously approved.

Approval of Minutes:
Upon motion by Bob Pellegrino, seconded by Chris Garges, the February 13, 2025 meeting

minutes were unanimously approved.

Adjournment:
Ms. Marencik stated that next month’s meeting will take place on Thursday, April 3, 2025, at the

Northampton Valley Country Club. She mentioned that this meeting will serve as the Annual
Legislative Update. Pre-registration is required by March 14th and should be submitted to Ashley
Casey.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:11 a.m.
Respectfully Submitted,

Ashley Casey
Consortium Coordinator



