
BUCKS COUNTY CONSORTIUM MEETING MINUTES 
Thursday, November 7, 2024  

 

Call to Order: 
 
A meeting of the Bucks County Consortium was held at 12:16 p.m. at the Northampton Valley 
Country Club on November 7, 2024, and called to order by Consortium President, Becki 
Marencik. 
 
Roll Call, Introductions and Community Updates:  
 
The following Bucks County communities were represented at the meeting:  
 
Megan Abbott, Bristol Township 
Shawn Curran, Chalfont Borough 
John Davis, Doylestown Borough 
Caroline Brinker, Doylestown Borough 
Caitlin Hernandez, Doylestown Borough 
Stephanie Mason, Doylestown Township 
Andrea Mergner, Doylestown Township 
Steve Bradshaw, Langhorne Borough  
Gabe Tenaglia, Langhorne Borough 
Dave Kratzer, Lower Makefield Township  
Kellie Frain, Lower Makefield Township 
Ashley Casey, Middletown Township 
Mega Bhandary, Middletown Township 
Nick Valla, Middletown Township 
Stephanie Teoli Kuhls, Middletown Township 
Dan Fox, New Britian Township 
Bob Pellegrino, Northampton Township 
Bill Wert, Northampton Township 
Steve Hicks, Plumstead Township 
Kris Barndt, Quakertown Borough 
Jess Hager, Quakertown Borough 
Christopher Garges, Solebury Township 
Cathi Cataldi, Solebury Township 
Barbara O’Neill, Upper Southampton Authority  
Joe Groome, Upper Southampton Authority 
Anne Howieson, Upper Southampton Authority 
Mike Eisele, Upper Southampton Authority 
Tim Hagey, Warminster Township Authority 
Daulton George, Warminster Township Authority 
Barbara Zielinski, Warminster Township Authority 



Mike Walsh, Warminster Township 
Angela Benner, Warrington Township 
Melissa Kenyon, Warrington Township 
Kyle Seckinger, Warwick Township  
Becki Marencik, Warwick Township 
Skye Sorresso, Warwick Township 
 
Sponsors: 
Mike Italia, Barry Issett & Associates 
Caitlin Mest, Barry Issett & Associates 
Ellen Smith, Barry Issett & Associates 
Erin Burke, Barry Issett & Associates 
Lauren Detweiler, Delaware Valley Trusts 
Nicole Pizzo, Delaware Valley Trusts 
Beth Kaufman, Equitable Advisors 
Ron Bittner, Girard Pension Services 
Chuck Raudenbush, Hough Associates 
John Gault, Millennium Strategies 
Rod Hawthorne, Univest Financial Corporation 
Bill Vitello, Victory Bank 
Rose Hoffman, Victory Bank 
David Lorenzo, Waste Management 
 
Presentation: 
  
Ms. Marencik welcomed Bucks County Commissioners, Diane Ellis-Marseglia, Board Chair and 
Robert J. Harvie Jr., Board Vice Chair.  
 
Commissioner Board Chair, Diane Ellis-Marseglia, discussed the following current topics within 
Bucks County: 

• Mental Health Awareness – The Bucks County Co-Responder Program is currently 
established within 28 Bucks County municipalities. 

• Diversion, Assessment, Restoration, and Treatment (DART) Center in Doylestown Township 
occupying the former site of the Bucks County Women’s Community Corrections Center at 
1270 Almshouse Road. The new DART Center will serve adults in the criminal justice 
system suffering from mental illness with the goal of diverting them from further penetration 
into the system by reducing recidivism and supporting recovery through treatment and 
community support. 

• Bright Path Center will be located next to the existing Lenape Valley Foundation site at 
500 N. West Street, on the grounds of, but separate from, Doylestown Hospital. Bright 
Path Center will unite an array of behavioral health crisis services under one roof and 



deliver acute, trauma-informed, person-centered care in a calming environment. 
Construction is slated to begin this summer, with a target opening date of late 2025 
 

• The Bucks County Suicide Prevention Task Force is a dynamic group of professionals and 
volunteers who are all committed to the mission of decreasing rates of suicide and ending 
the mental health stigma in our county. We are fighting to reduce deaths by suicide by 
educating our residents on depression and mental health, reducing the stigma of seeking 
help, and improving access to services.  
 

• Update on Act 161 and Affordable Housing  

 
Bucks County Commissioner Robert J. Harvie Jr., Board Vice Chair discussed the following current 
topics within Bucks County: 
 

• County wide update on Sustainability partnership within Bucks County  
The Sustainable Energy Partnership of Southeast PA (Partnership) has been working 
together since September 2020 to explore pathways to purchase renewable energy to 
power county operations in Bucks, Chester, Delaware and Montgomery counties. 
 

• Update on Bucks County’s Economic Development 
 

• Commission Harvie introduced Amy Fitzpatrick, County of Bucks Solicitor.  As County 
Solicitor, Ms. Fitzpatrick is the chief legal officer and as head of the Bucks County Law 
Department, she initiates all lawsuits brought by and defends all lawsuits brought against 
the County and its subdivisions and employees.  

 
Ms. Marencik thanked Commissioners Marseglia and Harvie for their presentation to the 
membership.  
 
2025 Budget 
Upon motion by Stephanie Mason, seconded by Christopher Garges, the 2025 Budget, was 
unanimously approved. 
 
Bucks Couty Consortium Professional Development Scholarship 
Ms. Marencik announced that the Bucks Couty Consortium will be accepting applications for it’s 
Professional Development Scholarship for 2025. Ms. Marencik noted that Ashley Casey, 
Consortium Coordinator, will be emailing the scholarship information after today’s meeting.  
 
Treasurer’s Report and Payment of Bills: 
Upon motion by John Davis, seconded by Stephanie Mason, the Treasurer’s Report for October 
2024, was unanimously approved. 
 
 



Approval of Minutes: 
Upon motion by Bill Wert, seconded by Angela Benner, the October 3 2024 meeting minutes 
were unanimously approved. 
 
Adjournment: 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:13 p.m. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Ashley Casey  
Consortium Coordinator 




